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in Oklahoma City. The study’s recommenda-
tions, which included upgrading the position of
FPS within GSA, were endorsed by the FBI,
Marshals Service, Department of Defense, Se-
cret Service, State Department and Adminis-
trative Office of the U.S. Courts.

I would also point out that a 1996 review
conducted for GSA by Arthur Andersen
strongly recommended that FPS be made a
stand-alone service within GSA. Unfortunately,
through four separate hearings conducted
over the past two years by the Transportation
and Infrastructure Committee, PBS never once
mentioned this key study.

H.R. 809 has been strongly endorsed by
every major law enforcement organization in
the country, including the National Fraternal
Order of Police, the Federal Law Enforcement
Officers Association and the International
Brotherhood of Police Officers.

The only issue that has been contentious,
as far as the Public Building Service is con-
cerned, is whether or not FPS should be a
stand-alone service within GSA.

On this issue I side with the law enforce-
ment community.

The fact is, the entire law enforcement com-
munity believes that making FPS a stand-
alone service within GSA is essential to up-
grading and improving federal building secu-
rity.

Mr. Speaker, this bill is much needed and
long overdue. The sad reality is that since
Oklahoma City, the terrorist threat to federal
buildings—foreign and domestic—has in-
creased dramatically. Right now, we are still
unprepared to deal with this threat.

H.R. 809 will give us a fighting chance to ef-
fectively combat terrorism. I urge its approval.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further requests for time, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, a
good bill deserves to be passed; I sup-
port it.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
SIMPSON). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from
Ohio (Mr. LATOURETTE) that the House
suspend the rules and pass the bill,
H.R. 809, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill,
as amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

f

ADRIAN A. SPEARS JUDICIAL
TRAINING CENTER

Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 1959) to designate the Federal
building located at 743 East Durango
Boulevard in San Antonio, Texas, as
the ‘‘Adrian A. Spears Judicial Train-
ing Center,’’ as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:
H.R. 1959

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. DESIGNATION.

The Federal building located at 643 East Du-
rango Boulevard in San Antonio, Texas, shall

be known and designated as the ‘‘Adrian A.
Spears Judicial Training Center’’.
SEC. 2. REFERENCES.

Any reference in a law, map, regulation, doc-
ument, paper, or other record of the United
States to the Federal building referred to in sec-
tion 1 shall be deemed to be a reference to the
‘‘Adrian A. Spears Judicial Training Center’’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Ohio (Mr. LATOURETTE) and the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia
(Ms. NORTON) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Ohio (Mr. LATOURETTE).

Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 1959, as amended,
designates the Federal building located
at 643 East Durango Boulevard in San
Antonio, Texas as the ‘‘Adrian A.
Spears Judicial Training Center.’’

Adrian Spears was born in Dar-
lington, South Carolina, on July 8,
1910. He attended local schools, grad-
uated from the University of North
Carolina in 1929, and the South Caro-
lina School of Law in 1934. After prac-
ticing law in South Carolina for 2
years, he moved to San Antonio in 1937
and practiced law there until his ap-
pointment by President Kennedy to the
Federal bench in 1961.

The Senate confirmed his appoint-
ment in 1962, the same year that he be-
came chief judge, a position that he
held until 1979. He was the longest-
serving chief judge and will hold that
distinction indefinitely, since current
law prohibits a judge from serving as
chief judge for longer than 7 years. He
assumed senior status in 1979 and re-
tired from the Federal bench in 1982,
when he became vice president of an oil
company, a position that he held until
his death in 1991.

Judge Spears was a member in good
standing of the Texas State bar, a
member of the Judicial Conference
Committee on the Administration of
Criminal Law, served on the Federal
Judicial Center Board, and was the re-
cipient of the Rosewood Gavel Award,
St. Mary’s School of Law.

This is a fitting honor to a dedicated
public servant. I support this bill, and
I encourage my colleagues to do the
same.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I rise in support of H.R. 1959, a bill to
designate the Judicial Training Center
in San Antonio, Texas, in honor of
Judge Adrian A. Spears.

President John Kennedy appointed
Judge Spears to the Federal bench in
1961. Judge Spears distinguished him-
self for 22 years as the United States
District Judge in the Western District
of Texas; and for 17 of those years
Judge Spears served as the Chief
Judge. He was also a member of the
Emergency Court of Appeals, the Judi-
cial Conference of the United States

Commission on Administration Jus-
tice, president of the 5th Circuit Dis-
trict Judges Association, and president
of the San Antonio Bar Association.

Judge Spears was born in South
Carolina and attended undergraduate
school and law school at the University
of North Carolina. In 1937 he moved to
San Antonio and became an integral
part of the community.

He was respected by his colleagues
and admired for his dedication and dili-
gence in attending to the needs of the
Federal courts in the 5th circuit. In
1998 the San Antonio Bar Association
passed a resolution to petition the
local elected Federal officials to spon-
sor suitable legislation to name a facil-
ity in his honor. It is most fitting and
proper to honor Judge Spears with this
designation, and I strongly urge sup-
port for H.R. 1959.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, I
have no additional requests for time,
and I reserve the balance of my time.

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. GONZALEZ).

Mr. GONZALEZ. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the gentlewoman for yielding me
this time.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank
the gentlewoman from the District of
Columbia (Ms. NORTON), as well as
members of the House Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure’s
Subcommittee on Economic Develop-
ment, Public Buildings, Hazardous Ma-
terials and Pipeline Transportation,
and the entire Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure for the ac-
tion on this legislation.

This bill, which I introduced in May
of last year, would designate the Fed-
eral Judicial Training Center located
at 643 East Durango Boulevard in San
Antonio, Texas, as the Adrian A.
Spears Judicial Training Center.

Judge Spears was the epitome of an
outstanding and truly dedicated United
States district judge. As Chief Judge of
the Western District of Texas, Judge
Spears’ career was highlighted by a
commitment to ensuring fairness and
justice in the courtrooms under his ju-
risdiction. To many of those who prac-
ticed in his courtroom, Judge Spears
will forever be remembered for his de-
sire to maintain a standard of profes-
sionalism second to none. He taught all
of us that demanding our best effort in
behalf of our individual client was the
surest way of assuring justice for all,
and he led by example. He felt he need-
ed to take the extra steps to ensure
that he was being fair, not only to the
Government, but also to the defendant.

To that extent, he was meticulous
about his preparation; and he paid par-
ticular attention to detail. In fact, I
have heard that Judge Spears’ sec-
retary would often bring three or four
briefcases filled with pretrial work for
the next day’s caseload for Judge
Spears to review. Judge Spears would
go through each document in the file,
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reading everything, including proba-
tion reports, so that he would not have
to rely solely on the attorneys’ oral re-
ports in open court.

Adrian Anthony Spears was born on
July 8, 1910, in Darlington, South Caro-
lina. After graduating from the Univer-
sity of North Carolina in 1929 and
South Carolina Law School in 1934, he
practiced law in Darlington until 1936.
In 1937, Adrian Spears moved to San
Antonio where he continued in private
practice until President John F. Ken-
nedy appointed him United States Dis-
trict Judge in 1961. It was an oppor-
tunity which came as the result of a
1961 congressional act creating a third
judgeship for the Western District of
Texas. Judge Spears became Chief
Judge of the Western District in 1962
and served in that capacity until 1979,
a record 17 years.

In addition to serving as U.S. Dis-
trict Judge for a total of 22 years,
Judge Spears was also a member of the
Board of Directors of the Federal Judi-
cial Center, the temporary Emergency
Court of Appeals, the Judicial Con-
ference of the United States Mission on
the Administration of Criminal Law,
the Committee to Consider Standards
for Admission to Practice in Federal
Courts, and a member of the faculty of
the Seminar for Newly Appointed
Judges.

From 1959 to 1960, Judge Spears also
served as president of the San Antonio
Bar Association. Upon his retirement
from Federal judicial service on De-
cember 31, 1982, Judge Spears joined
the oil company Tetco as the vice
president and served there in that ca-
pacity until his death on May 9, 1991.

While his judicial accomplishments
alone are noteworthy, it is also his
tireless efforts and commitment to im-
proving and expanding the facilities of
the Federal court system in San Anto-
nio that merits this proper and long
overdue recognition of Judge Spears’
contributions to San Antonio. In fact,
it was Judge Spears’ guidance that the
United States Pavilion, now the John
H. Wood, Jr. United States Courthouse,
was acquired and made part of the Fed-
eral Judicial Complex in San Antonio
after Hemisfair in 1968.

Mr. Speaker, this is truly a fitting
honor to bestow upon Judge Adrian An-
thony Spears.

Finally, I want to take this oppor-
tunity to recognize his family, particu-
larly his sons Monroe and Jimmy and
his daughters, Sally and Carol. With-
out great elaboration I do need to tell
my colleagues that two of his children
are lawyers, one of his granddaughters
is presently in law school, but many of
his nephews and great nephews have
distinguished themselves both as law-
yers in the community and as jurists.

Mr. Speaker, I urge Congress to pass
H.R. 1959, and I would like to offer spe-
cial thanks to the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. SANDLIN), my fellow Texan,
for his assistance and that of his staff.

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the

gentleman from Texas (Mr.
RODRIGUEZ).

Mr. RODRIGUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I
want to thank the gentlewoman from
the District of Columbia for yielding
me this time.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
1959, which would rename a part of the
San Antonio Federal Building as the
Adrian A. Spears Judicial Training
Center. Judge Spears was an out-
standing and dedicated U.S. district
judge. Judge Spears holds the record as
the longest serving chief judge for the
western district of Texas. He moved to
San Antonio in the years before World
War II and lived there until his death
in 1991. He was appointed by President
Kennedy and confirmed by the Senate
in 1962; and he remained on the bench
until 1979, after which he assumed sen-
ior status until 1982. Judge Spears was
a highly respected jurist who is worthy
of this permanent honor.

Mr. Speaker, I want to take this op-
portunity also to thank the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. GONZALEZ) for his ef-
forts on this particular piece of legisla-
tion, and I would indicate that Judge
Spears should be honored for his tire-
less efforts for this country and the
work that he accomplished. I encour-
age all of my colleagues to support the
legislation as we move forward in me-
morializing Judge Spears.

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further requests for time, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, I
urge passage of the bill, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Ohio (Mr.
LATOURETTE) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1959, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill,
as amended, was passed.

The title of the bill was amended so
as to read: ‘‘A bill to designate the
Federal building located at 643 East
Durango Boulevard in San Antonio,
Texas, as the ‘Adrian A. Spears Judi-
cial Training Center’.’’.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

f

FLOYD H. FLAKE FEDERAL
BUILDING

Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 3323) to designate the Federal
building located at 158–15 Liberty Ave-
nue in Jamaica, Queens, New York, as
the ‘‘Floyd H. Flake Federal Building’’.

The Clerk read as follows:
H.R. 3323

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. DESIGNATION.

The Federal building located at 158–15 Lib-
erty Avenue in Jamaica, Queens, New York,
shall be known and designated as the ‘‘Floyd
H. Flake Federal Building’’.

SEC. 2. REFERENCES.
Any reference in a law, map, regulation,

document, paper, or other record of the
United States to the Federal building re-
ferred to in section 1 shall be deemed to be
reference to the ‘‘Floyd H. Flake Federal
Building’’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Ohio (Mr. LATOURETTE) and the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia
(Ms. NORTON) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Ohio (Mr. LATOURETTE).

Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 3323 designates the
FDA facility in Jamaica, Queens, New
York, as the Floyd H. Flake Federal
Building. This is a leased facility and
the building owners have expressed
their strong support for this action.

Floyd Flake was born in Los Angeles,
California, one of 13 children to parents
with elementary school educations. He
grew up in Houston, attending local
schools. Congressman Flake earned his
Bachelor of Arts degree from Wilber-
force University in Wilberforce, Ohio,
the first black college in America,
founded in 1856. This university was
founded by the African Methodist Epis-
copal Church and was named for the
English statesman and abolitionist
James Wilberforce.

b 1300

Dr. Flake went on to attend Payne
Theological Seminary in Wilberforce
before attending Northeastern Univer-
sity and St. Johns University in
Queens, New York.

Reverend Dr. Flake has been the pas-
tor of the Allen A.M.E. Church in Ja-
maica, New York, since 1976. He is the
founder of the Allen Housing Develop-
ment Fund Corporation, the Allen
Christian School and Multi-purpose
Center, the Allen Home Care Agency,
Allen Housing Corporation, Allen
Neighborhood Preservation and Devel-
opment Corporation, and a member of
the NAACP.

Dr. Flake was elected to the 100th
Congress and served until his retire-
ment in the 105th Congress. Dr. Flake
retired from the Congress to return to
his Church, which is 10,000 members
strong.

When Dr. Flake was in Congress, he
was a staunch advocate for policies to
revitalize blighted urban and residen-
tial communities. His bipartisan na-
ture commanded the respect from
Members on both sides of the aisle of
this House. He is certainly missed in
the House.

This is a fitting tribute to a former
Member of Congress. I support the bill,
and encourage my colleagues to do the
same.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, it is with special and
personal pleasure that I rise in support
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